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MASTER’S DEGREE IN ECONOMICS 
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MEC-109 : RESEARCH METHODS IN ECONOMICS 

Time : 3 Hours     Maximum Marks : 100 

Note : Attempt questions from each Section as per 

instructions. 

Section—A 

Note : Attempt any two questions from this Section 

in about 700 words each. 2×20=40 

1. What is mixed method research ? Explain and 

illustrate the rationale for the use of mixed 

methods. 
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2. What is a composite index ? What is the 

advantage of using Principal Component 

Analysis (PCA) method in constructing a 

composite index ? 

3. Is there a logical asymmetry between 

Verification and Falsification approach ? 

Discuss your arguments in the light of Popper’s 

approach. 

4. Distinguish between a non-participant and 

quasi-participant observation methods. How 

relevant are the ethical considerations in this 

context ? 

Section—B 

Note : Attempt any five questions from this section 

in about 400 words each. 12×5=60 

5. How can you evaluate industrial performance 

using data from Annual Survey of Industry 

(ASI) and Index of Industrial Production ? 
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6. Explain the merit of Sen’s Index as a measure 

of poverty and inequality. 

7. Explain and illustrate the applicability of 

reciprocal form of regression model in 

economics. 

8. Differentiate between any three of the  

following : 

(a) Time-series and Pooled data 

(b) Action and Exploratory research 

(c) Induction and Deduction approach of 

enquiry 

(d) Nominal and Ordinal scaling techniques 

(e) Ontology and Epistemology 

9. What is canonical correlation ? In which type of 

enquiry it is most appropriate to apply ? 
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10. Explain the significance of the assumptions of 

normal distribution in linear regression  

model. 

11. What is snowball sampling ? Illustrate its 

appropriate application. 
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(Verification)

(Falsification)

&

5×12=60 
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(Annual Survey of 

Industries)
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